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CALENDAR 

Hornsby South 
Public School  

Darug and Garigal Land  
57-63 Clarke Road HORNSBY 2077 

Ph: 9489 2410 Fax: 9489 2495 
 

Newsletter – 8 March 2023 

Term 1 Week 7 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
LAST DAY OF TERM 1 FOR STUDENTS –  
Thursday 6 April 2023 
SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DAY FOR TEACHERS ONLY – 
Monday 24 April 2023 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY (ANZAC DAY) –  
Tuesday 25 April 2023 
FIRST DAY OF TERM 2 FOR STUDENTS – 
Wednesday 26 April 2023 
 

PARENT/TEACHER/STUDENT INTERVIEWS 

Last week (Week 6) information was sent home 
regarding parent/teacher interviews and how to book  
online for an appointment with your child’s class teacher. 
These interviews will be held during Weeks 10 and 11. If 
you require assistance in booking an appointment, or 
you would prefer to have a phone interview, please 
contact your child’s class teacher.  
 
PARENTS AND CITIZENS’ ASSOCIATION (P&C)  
The next meeting is Wednesday 15 March 2023.  The AGM 
will start at 7:15 p.m and the meeting from 7:30pm in the 
library. Please join us! 

 
 
 

 
 

Wednesday 8 March 
Zone Swimming Carnival 
 
Friday 10 March 
3-6 Assembly 
 

15 to 27 March 
NAPLAN 
 
Tuesday 21 March 
Harmony Day 
 
Thursday 6 April 
Easter Hat Parade/ 
Grandparents Day & last 
day of Term 1 
 
Wednesday 26 April 
Students return Term 2 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hornsbysth-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
http://www.hornsbysouthps.com.au/
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EASTER HAT PARADE AND CRAZY HAIR DAY 
All students are invited to participate in the Easter Hat (K-2) / Crazy Hair (3-6) and Grandparents’ 
Day which will be held on the last day of Term 1, Thursday 6 April 2023. The parade will be held in 
the front playground. We are extremely excited to extend an invitation to parents, carers, 
grandparents and friends. This event will take place in the front playground. However, in the event 
of wet weather, it will be moved to the school hall. 
 
EXTENDED LEAVE TRAVEL APPLICATIONS 
It is a NSW Department of Education policy that family holidays and travel can no longer be approved 
by Principals. Travel outside of vacation periods is now counted as an unjustified absence. 
 
CALENDAR ON SCHOOL WEBSITE 
On the home page of the school website there is a calendar with school events. As a school, we are 
endeavouring to create a culturally safe community for all. To celebrate our multicultural diversity, 
we have added special multicultural and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander dates throughout each 
term. If there are any special events that we may have missed, please contact the school office with 
the dates and names of these days so we can add them in.  
 
MOSQUITOES 
We have arranged for the school to be sprayed for mosquitoes again following the recent 
downpours. We suggest students wear an effective insect repellent on exposed skin, except for the 
hands or near the eyes and mouth. We have also ordered numerous packets of mozzie wipes, which 
can be purchased through the front office for $8 per packet of 10 wipes (cash sales only at the front 
office or online payment in the usual way). These wipes are non-toxic, contain aloe-vera, Vitamin E 
and Citronella Oil, and are suitable for children from 6 months of age.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SAFE, RESPONSIBLE AND RESPECTFUL USE OF DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY 
Our children and young people have grown up with digital technology and it is woven into their lives. 
During COVID -19 many young people are using digital technology more often to learn and to 
socialise.  
 
Supporting children and young people to use technology in a safe, respectful and responsible 
manner allows for more active online learning that can increase student engagement and 
participation. It also supports access to a broader range of content and learning resources that can 
supplement students’ learning experiences. 
 
Being safe online is a shared responsibility for students, teachers, parents, carers and the broader 
community. 
 
It is important that families can communicate with their children about the how to use digital 
technology in safe, responsible and respectful ways.   
 
Here are some key reminders for children and young people of how to stay safe online:  

• Protect personal information, including name, address, school, email address, telephone 

number, pictures and other personal details. 

• Never share usernames or passwords and only use your own  

 

$8 per packet of 10 wipes 
from the school office 
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• Ask a teacher or other responsible adult for help if anyone online asks for personal iformation,  

• wants to meet or offers money or gifts.  

• Let a teacher or other responsible adult know immediately if anything online that is suspicious, 

harmful or inappropriate. 

• Never hack, disable or bypass any hardware or software security, including any virus protection, 

spam and filter.  

 
Further information can be found at: 

• Digital Citizenship website: https://www.digitalcitizenship.nsw.edu.au/ 

• Esafety Commissioner: https://www.esafety.gov.au/ 

 
The department’s Student use of digital devices and online service policy supports schools to 
maximise the benefits and minimise the risks of digital environments, and prepare students for life 

beyond school. 
 
 
 

 
  Jennifer Davey 

Principal 
 

NAPLAN 2023 – Year 3 and 5 Students 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is a point in time assessment 

of literacy and numeracy skills. Each year students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 participate in tests for writing, 

reading, conventions of language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy.  

 

From 2023, NAPLAN is moving to Term 1 and will take place from Wednesday 15 March to Monday 

27 March. The reason for this change is so that results can be returned to schools earlier in the year 

which will support teachers to understand the learning needs of their students and plan accordingly.  

 

In order for student to access the NAPLAN assessments they will require a set of wired 

headphones that can be used with a laptop computer.  Please ensure your child has a set of 

wired headphones, labelled with their name, in a plastic bag at school no later than Monday 13 

March 2023. These headphones can be taken home after all NAPLAN tests are completed on 27 

March 2023. 

 

NAPLAN tests are just one part of our school learning assessment program and questions are primarily 

based on knowledge, understanding and skills gained from the prior year of schooling.  

 

In preparation for NAPLAN 2023, our school will undertake activities to help students to become familiar 

with the format and functionality of the online tests. These activities are not an assessment  

of student ability and will not be marked. 

 

Students and parents can access the public demonstration site (https://www.nap.edu.au/online-

assessment/public-demonstration-site) to familiarise themselves with NAPLAN and the types of 

questions and tools available. Excessive preparation for NAPLAN is not required nor recommended.  

 

If you have any questions about NAPLAN, please contact your child’s teacher. 

 
 

 
     

Carolyn Smith 
            Deputy Principal 

https://www.digitalcitizenship.nsw.edu.au/
https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://policies.education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/pd-2020-0471
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
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Sentral and Enews transition update 
 

As you would be aware, in 2023 we are making a switch to SENTRAL for all of our community 
communications. This is a phased approach. While we had planned to not be using Enews by now, 
we are trying to ensure all families are linked to our new system. We have decided to use Enews in 
parallel to SENTRAL until the end of Term 1. 

If you have already signed up to SENTRAL and downloaded the app to your device, you can 
now remove Enews.  

We now have a dedicated webpage about SENTRAL. The link is in the banner on our school 
website: https://hornsbysth-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/ This also provides another access point to the 
Parent Portal in instances where you do not have your dedicated device at hand. 

A physical letter and email have been provided to each parent/carer explaining the sign up process. 
These letters contain a unique KEY for EACH parent/carer. The KEY can only be used by one 
parent/carer. If you have not yet signed up to SENTRAL, or need a new KEY, please send an email 
to the school office: hornsbysth-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

Through SENTRAL, class teachers have the ability to send each parent direct messages. 
Parents/Carers are able to send and receive direct messages through the Parent Portal/App. 

As a school, the system also allows us to send emails to parents/carers. This will be done to ALL 
primary contacts. Where there is more than one parent/carer, emails will be sent to both. 

Please be patient with us as we make this transition. Staff are still learning best practice in the use 
of SENTRAL. 

Regards, 

 

      
Adam Spencer 
Assistant Principal 
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HSPS COMMUNITY, COFFEE & CATCH-UP 
In Week 10, you are invited to come and take a look at the new K-2 Mathematics Syllabus in action. 
I will be giving a brief presentation about the changes to the K-2 Mathematics Syllabus and how our 
teachers are implementing it in our classroom. Afterwards, you will be able to join other community 
members for a cup of coffee, morning tea and continue conversations about the new Mathematics 
Syllabus. 
 
Please RSVP if you are able to join us. This will help with catering for the day. 
RSVP: https://forms.gle/vdrnM3f4yuugX24i9  

 

 

      

 

 Mrs Skye Harper 

Assistant Principal, Curriculum and Instruction 
 

https://forms.gle/vdrnM3f4yuugX24i9
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HOW TO MAKE A 
PAYMENT 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Payments to the school can be made in a number of ways.  
 
Cash/cheque payments can be made at the school front office. The cash/cheque should be placed in an 
envelope with the child's name, class and details of what the payment is for written on the front. 
 
Online payments can be made from our Hornsby South Public School website using either a Visa or 
MasterCard credit or debit card. Payments can be made via computer, tablet or mobile phone. The payment 
page is accessed from the front page of the school's website by selecting $ Make a payment. 
 
Items that can be paid include voluntary school contributions, subject contributions, excursions, sales to 
students and school activities. There is also a category called "Other". This covers items not covered in the 
previous headings. "Other'' can be used to make a complete payment of a school invoice. 
 
When you access the $ Make a payment you must enter: 
 
• The student's name, and 
• Date of birth. 
 
These details are entered each time you make a payment as student information is not held within the 
payment system. 
  
This is a secure payment system hosted by Westpac to ensure that your credit/debit card details are captured 
in a secure manner. These details are not passed back to the school.  
 
You have the ability to check and change any details of the payment before the payment is processed. 
Receipts can be emailed and/or printed.  
 
Details of the payments are passed daily to the school where they will be receipted against your child's 
account.  
 
For any enquiries regarding the Online Payment process please contact the School Administration Office.  
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Congratulations to our Student Representative Council (SRC) members who have 
been elected for 2023. This year our SRC members will represent their class for 
the year. This is to give the students ample opportunities to represent their class 
and voice their classes opinions throughout the year.  
The SRC badges will be presented at our next K-6 assembly on the 31st March at 
11:45am.  
 

  

Class Student 1 Student 2 

1A Emma E Ollie S 

1B Taiga P Chloe T 

1C Mila W Lloyd S 

1M Rudra V Darsameen C 

2B Bella H Stanley T 

2J Austin S Hojin S 

2W Ellie H Steven J 

3J Alana W Luke M 

3W Rashdan I- A Olivia D 

3S Rose S Jin T 

3/4M Diyan C Regina T 

4W Harry A Clara L 

4H Shawn K Kiana Z 

5S Valerie W Amber L 

5M Thinuri M Sunil D 

5G Jackson T Charlotte J 

6O Jin K Minka D 

6A Enya C Leena K 

6S Johnny M Aldrei V 
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LOOKING AFTER OUR MENTAL HEALTH  

This week our Mental Health information from The Black Dog Institute is on “Positive Psychology”. 

Please take some time to read this information. There are many community resources available to 

assist you, should you need.  

  



Respectful, Responsible, Aspire
  

  



Respectful, Responsible, Aspire
 

 
  



Respectful, Responsible, Aspire
  

 

  



Respectful, Responsible, Aspire
 

  



Respectful, Responsible, Aspire
  

 
  



Respectful, Responsible, Aspire
 

 
 
  



Respectful, Responsible, Aspire
  

 
 
 

Newsletter Advertising Disclaimer 

This newsletter may contain third party advertisements and links to third party websites.  These advertisements and links are 

not endorsements by Hornsby South Public School of the goods and services offered.  Hornsby South Public School takes no 

responsibility for the promises made, or the quality/reliability of the products or services offered in all advertisements. 

 
NSW Department of Education CRICOS Code 00588M 

 


