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CALENDAR 

Hornsby South 
Public School  

Darug and Garigal Land  
57-63 Clarke Road HORNSBY 2077 

Ph: 9489 2410 Fax: 9489 2495 
 

Newsletter – 22 March 2023 

Term 1 Week 9 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
LAST DAY OF TERM 1 FOR STUDENTS   
Thursday 6 April 2023 
SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DAY FOR TEACHERS ONLY  
Monday 24 April 2023 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY (ANZAC DAY)   
Tuesday 25 April 2023 
FIRST DAY OF TERM 2 FOR STUDENTS  
Wednesday 26 April 2023 

 
PARENT/TEACHER/STUDENT INTERVIEWS 
All online bookings close today at 5:00pm. If you require 
assistance in booking an appointment, or you would prefer to 
have a phone interview, please contact your child’s class 
teacher.  

 
AREA SWIMMING CARNIVAL 
Congratulations to all the competitors who attended the Zone 
Swimming Carnival in 2023. It was wonderful to see such an 
increase in the standard of swimming this year. 
Congratulations to Jin K. and Alex S. who excelled on the day 
and will now attend the Area Swimming Carnival tomorrow.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Friday 24 March 
BYE for T’Ball, Soft Ball 
and Cricket 
League Tag is as normal 
 
Friday 31 March 
K-6 Assembly 11:45am 
 
Thursday 6 April 
Easter Hat Parade/ 
Grandparent’s Day & last 
day of Term 1 
 
Monday 24 April 
School Development Day 
Staff only 
 
Wednesday 26 April 
Students return Term 2 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hornsbysth-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
http://www.hornsbysouthps.com.au/
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EASTER HAT PARADE AND CRAZY HAIR DAY 
All students are invited to participate in the Easter Hat (K-2) / Crazy Hair (3-6) and Grandparents’ 
Day which will be held on the last day of Term 1, Thursday 6 April 2023. The parade will be held in 
the front playground. We are extremely excited to extend an invitation to parents, carers, 
grandparents, and friends. In the event of wet weather, it will be moved to the school hall. 
 
BURGER DAY 
Burger Day was a great success with many happy students enjoying a special lunch on the day. 
This could not have been done without the usual hard work from our canteen staff Tamara and 
Christine. Their effort combined with the indefatigable parent volunteers madly assembling burgers 
at lightning speed, led to the day being a fantastic success. Thank you also to all our parent 
volunteers, Tim, Ellen, Elisa, Jane, and June.  
 
NATIONALLY CONSISTENT COLLECTION OF DATA (NCCD)  
The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (the national data 
collection) is an annual collection that counts the number of school students receiving an adjustment 
due to disability and the level of reasonable adjustment they are receiving. The national data 
collection counts students who have been identified by our school learning support team as receiving 
an adjustment to address a disability as defined under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (the 
DDA). 
  
Parents of students involved in the NCCD will be advised by their child’s classroom teacher. For 
further information regarding NCCD, please access the following link.  
https://www.nccd.edu.au/tools/fact-sheet-parents-guardians-and-carers 
ttps://www.nccd.edu.au/tools/fact-sheet-parents-guardians-and-carers 
 
NAPLAN 
Congratulations to all our Year 3 and Year 5 students for completing their NAPLAN testing today 
and thank you to all our Year 3 and 5 teachers, along with additional support staff for ensuring its 
smooth implementation. A special thank you to Miss Carolyn Smith for the hours of organisation and 
remaining calm throughout the process.  
 
 
 

 
     Jennifer Davey 

          Principal 
 

 

LOOKING AFTER OUR MENTAL HEALTH 
This week our Mental Health information from The Black Dog Institute is on “Signs and Symptoms 
of Anxiety”. Please take some time to read this information. There are many community resources 
available to assist you should you need. Please see contact information for some of these services 
at the end of the newsletter. 
 
SCREEN-TIME VS GREEN-TIME  
Most of us own devices such as smart phones and some also own wearable technologies such as 
smart watches. Technology is part of our daily life, but we need to ensure it does not ‘become our 
life’.    
 
An Australian Communications and Media Authority report into how Australian children are using 
mobile phones advised that in 2020:  

• 46% of 6-13 year olds have or use a mobile phone  

• 71% have used the phone to play games  

• 79% of the children that own a phone have used it to send a text message  
 

https://www.nccd.edu.au/tools/fact-sheet-parents-guardians-and-carers
https://www.nccd.edu.au/tools/fact-sheet-parents-guardians-and-carers
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNzgwYjA5YzktOTBlZS00ZWNiLTgwOWQtYTYyNGZiZWZjMTU3IiwidCI6IjBkYWM3ZjM5LWQyMGMtNGU3MS04YWYzLTcxZWU3ZTI2OGEyYiJ9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNzgwYjA5YzktOTBlZS00ZWNiLTgwOWQtYTYyNGZiZWZjMTU3IiwidCI6IjBkYWM3ZjM5LWQyMGMtNGU3MS04YWYzLTcxZWU3ZTI2OGEyYiJ9
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It is a timely reminder that we need to work with our family to set screen-time limits. Each family is 
unique and coming up with a right amount of screen time can depend on the age of your child, the 
content they see or hear, their learning needs and your family circumstances. It is a balancing act.   
 
Too much online time can have negative consequences on the mental health of your child. If you 
notice signs of tiredness, not doing well at school or changes in eating patterns, it may be time to 
have an open conversation to help them balance screen time with green time.  
 
NAPLAN 
Today marks the end of all scheduled NAPLAN assessments at Hornsby South Public School. Any 
students who have been absent during the testing period will sit their assessments over the next 
few days. 
 
Congratulations to all students in Years 3 and 5 who have approached these assessments with a 
positive attitude. Thank you to all the staff involved in preparing the students, ensuring laptops were 
accessible and updated with the appropriate software, and administering the NAPLAN assessments 
over the testing window.  
 
We are looking forward to analysing the data and reporting to the community on student 
achievements in the coming weeks. 
 

 
 

     
Carolyn Smith 

            Deputy Principal 

 
SCHOOL ASSETS 
We now have some café style furniture installed near our school canteen. This is fast becoming 
another place for our students to sit during recess and lunch. Our thanks to Grant, who installed 
these for us. 
 
We also have some new outdoor chess tables that will be installed around the school. Our GA’s 
Gary and Des are working on this project. 
 
During the upcoming holidays we will have some work done between our H and C blocks (at the 
back of the hall). During this period the area will not be accessible. Parents and students accessing 
OSHClub will need to use the stairwells near the amphitheatre. 
 
MEDICAL 
All parents are reminded that ANY medication that needs to be administered at school requires 
Department of Education paperwork to be completed in advance. 
  
If your child requires medication to be administered in the short term, you will need to see the school 
office. If your child has a diagnosis of Anaphylaxis, Asthma, allergy or other ongoing medical 
condition, you are required to provide in-date medication and complete the Department of Education 
forms annually.  
 
Without in-date medication and the correct forms, students are not permitted to attend school 
excursions including HZSS. If in doubt about the status of forms and medication for your child, please 
see the school office. 
 

      
Adam Spencer 
Assistant Principal 

 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/parents-and-carers/wellbeing/technology/how-to-manage-your-family-s-screen-time#sidenavigation_auto
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/time-online
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COMMUNITY COFFEE & CATCH UP – MATHS CURRICULUM 
Join us for the next Community, Coffee and Catch up to have a look at the new K-2 Mathematics 
Syllabus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To book please register at this link: https://forms.gle/vdrnM3f4yuugX24i9     
 

https://forms.gle/vdrnM3f4yuugX24i9
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ANTI-RACISM CONTACT OFFICER (ARCO) 
As part of the Department’s commitment to anti-racism, each school has a trained Anti-Racism 
Contact Officer (ARCO). At Hornsby South Public School, our ARCO is Mrs Harper.  
 
The role of the ARCO is to:  
1. Receive the suggestion, complaint or allegation regarding racism  
2. Assist the complainant to write the complaint, if required  
3. Advise the complainant of their rights and the process to be followed in lodging a complaint  
4. Refer the complaint to a member of the school executive who will be responsible for resolving the 
complaint. You will be seeing some of these posters displayed around the school reminding students 
that racism hurts as well as notifying our students of who our ARCO is. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

      

 

   Mrs Skye Harper 
Assistant Principal, Curriculum and Instruction 

 
 

NCCD 
All children deserve the best possible education; education that provides opportunities for children 
of all abilities to reach their potential. The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School 
Students with Disability (NCCD) is a fair and consistent way for Australian schools to collect 
information that reflects the support or adjustments being provided for students whose learning is 
impacted by disability.  
 
These adjustments will be different for each student, but might include things like specialised 
technology, specialist equipment, building modifications or a differentiated approach to curriculum 
delivery. Schools will have access to appropriate funding support based on the adjustments that 
have been provided in the previous twelve months. In the upcoming Parent-Teacher interviews, 
teachers may discuss adjustments that have been made in the classroom to support some of our 
students.  
 
SARA BALMER PSYCHOLOGY FOR KIDS 

Sara Balmer Psychology for Kids is coming to Hornsby South Public School! We are very lucky to 
welcome Mr Anthony Nguyen, an enthusiastic and caring Psychologist who provides psychological 
assessments, as well as guidance to parents and teachers, allowing children to reach their full 
potential. If you would like further information or would like to book your child in to see Anthony, 
please visit the website or call 02 9477 1600. 
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ATTENDANCE 

Regular school attendance supports students to be connected, achieve their potential and increase 
their career and life options. Schools, in partnership with parents, are responsible for promoting the 
regular attendance of students. Student attendance data is reviewed each fortnight at Learning and 
Support meetings. Any student who has an attendance rate of 92% or less for the calendar year or 
the previous 10 school weeks, (whichever is the longer period of time), is monitored for attendance 
patterns and justifications by the Learning and Support Team. Late arrivals and early departures are 
also included in the student’s attendance data.  

 
 
 

 
Miss Kylie Madden 

Assistant Principal, Learning and Support 
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POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR FOR LEARNING 

For the next two weeks at Hornsby South Public School we are learning to understand how to 
transition from place to place in a respectful manner. 
 
Have you noticed our new bell songs? They have been purposefully chosen as they are calm and 
tranquil. This helps our students with their goal of walking respectfully back to their classrooms 
instead of rushing.  
 
Stage One will be creating posters to be placed around the school to encourage students to follow 
the PBL expectations for Transition Times.   
 
Have a fantastic week!  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss Stephanie Jensen 
Relieving Assistant Principal Year 2 
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Newsletter Advertising Disclaimer 

This newsletter may contain third party advertisements and links to third party websites.  These advertisements and links are 

not endorsements by Hornsby South Public School of the goods and services offered.  Hornsby South Public School takes no 

responsibility for the promises made, or the quality/reliability of the products or services offered in all advertisements. 

 
NSW Department of Education CRICOS Code 00588M 

 


