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CALENDAR 

Hornsby South 
Public School  

Darug and Garigal Land  
57-63 Clarke Road HORNSBY 2077 

Ph: 9489 2410 Fax: 9489 2495 
 

Newsletter – 3 May 2023 

Term 2 Week 2 
 

Welcome back to Term 2. It was wonderful to see so many parents 
and children attend the Three-Way Parent Interviews at the end of 
last term. Thank you also for completing the Parent Survey. 
 
PARENTS AND CITIZENS’ ASSOCIATION (P&C)  
The next meeting is Wednesday 17 May 2022 from 7:30pm. Please 
join us! 
 
ANZAC DAY – 25 April 
Each year, our school leaders traditionally attend the dawn service 
at Hornsby RSL. Thank you to Miss Monique Oliphant and our 
school leaders Julia S. and Oliver M. for laying a wreath and 
representing our school on this occasion.  
 
CHILD PROTECTION LESSONS 
As part of the Personal Development/Health/Physical Education 
curriculum, all children will participate in Child Protection lessons. 
These lessons help children to identify dangerous or 
uncomfortable situations and to seek help from trustworthy adults. 
Some lessons may involve the naming of body parts. The Child 
Protection lessons have been developed by the Department of 
Education and they are an important priority for schools. If you DO 
NOT wish for your child to participate in the Child Protection 
lessons with their class teacher, you may opt out by writing a 
letter/email to your child’s class teacher, to be received by 
Thursday 4 May 2023. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 4 May 
Selective High School 
Test 
 
Friday 5 May 
School Cross Country for 
Years 3 to 6 and Year 2 
students turning 8 this 
year 
 
Monday 8 May 
Music Viva 
 
Friday 12 May 
Ranger Jamie Incursion 
Mothers’ Day Breakfast 
and Stall 
3-6 Assembly 
 
Monday 15 May 
Spelling Bee Years 3-6 
 
Wednesday 17 May 
P&C Meeting 7:30pm 
 
Friday 19 May 
K-6 Assembly 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:hornsbysth-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
http://www.hornsbysouthps.com.au/
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SEMESTER ONE REPORTS 
Semester One reports will be sent home at the end of Term 2. The reports will identify your child’s learning 
progress and areas for focus. K-2 reports will be reporting using the new curriculum outcomes for English 
and Mathematics while Years 3-6 reports will be using the current (old) curriculum.  
 
DATES FOR ENTRY TO OPPORTUNITY CLASSES IN YEAR 5 IN 2024 
Thursday 30 March 2023 
Applications open 12am 
Monday 15 May 2023 
Applications close 11:59pm 
Thursday 13 July 2023 
Test centre and test authority advice released  
Thursday 27 July 2023 
Opportunity Class Placement Test  
Thursday 3 August 2023  
Illness/misadventure requests submitted  
Sunday 6 August 2023  
Last day to change opportunity class choices 
Friday 20 October 2023 
Placement outcome expected to be released  
 
Please click on the link for further information. 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-
opportunity-classes/media/oc-applicpack.pdf 
 
PARKING  
Please be mindful not to obstruct neighbours’ driveways when parking your car at drop-off and pick-up times. 
Also, please DO NOT use Clarke Road school as a turning bay as there are school buses entering and 
leaving this area regularly. I understand parking is difficult; however, it is important to respect our neighbours 
and Clarke Road School. 
 

KINDERGARTEN 2024 
You can enrol now for Kindergarten 2024. Please refer to the flyer in this newsletter for important 
dates. 
 
 
 
 

 
  Jennifer Davey 

Principal 
 
 
CHECK-IN ASSESSMENT FOR YEARS 4 AND 6 
During Term 2, students in Years 4 and 6 will participate in the Check-in assessment. 
The Check-in assessment is a NSW Department of Education online literacy and numeracy assessment 
available to support schools to assess and monitor student learning. 
 
The assessment can supplement existing school practices to identify how students are performing in literacy 
and numeracy and to help teachers tailor their teaching more specifically to student needs. Students with 
disability may receive the same level of support during the assessment they would normally receive in the 
classroom. 
 
The assessment will be scheduled for our Years 4 and 6 students during Weeks 5 and 6. All students 
complete a reading assessment and a numeracy assessment.  
 
Students are asked to bring headphones that plug into a computer to enable them to hear audio during the 
assessment. 

 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/media/oc-applicpack.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/media/oc-applicpack.pdf
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LOOKING AFTER OUR MENTAL HEALTH 
This week our Mental Health information is on ‘Stress and its impact on you’. Please take some time 
to read this information.  
 
There are many community resources available to assist you should you need. Please see contact 
information for some of these services at the end of the newsletter. 
 
KINDERGARTEN 2024 
We are now taking enrolments for Kindergarten 2024. Please see the flyer included in this newsletter 
for important dates including Kindy Play Groups, Kindy Orientation Dates and the Kindergarten 2024 
Parent Information sessions. 
 
ANAPHYLAXIS 
We are seeking your help to support the students in our school who are at risk of anaphylaxis. 
 
Anaphylaxis is a severe allergic reaction that is potentially life-threatening. The most common 
causes of anaphylaxis in schools are food and insect allergies. The only way to prevent allergic 
reactions is to avoid being exposed to the allergen.  
 
Our school is supporting students at risk of anaphylaxis in the following ways:  
• training staff,  
• encouraging students with food allergy to wash their hands before and after eating, 
• encouraging students to wash their hands after eating something their classmate/friend is allergic 

to, 
• teaching students not to share food with friends who have food allergy, 
• teaching students the importance of getting help immediately if their friend with allergy looks sick, 
• educating students about allergies and anaphylaxis, and 
• teaching students that teasing someone with an allergy is not acceptable behaviour.  
 
Food allergy is now common in school aged children. Children can be allergic to any food, and it is 
not possible to completely remove all foods from our school. To help manage food allergies, our 
school is following the National Allergy Strategy Best Practice Guidelines (2021) which do not 
recommend banning foods as this is difficult to enforce and can bring a false sense of safety. 
Instead, we have chosen not to stock nuts and nut products in our canteen as these foods are not 
staple foods in the diet. We request that parents also consider not sending nuts to school, especially 
for younger students. For students in younger primary school years, we may also send letters home 
to the class of a child with other allergies to discuss ways we may be able to support that child. 
 
As we educate our school community to help with the management of food allergy and anaphylaxis, 
the parents of the student with food allergy will continue to educate their child on self-management 
at a developmentally appropriate level.  
 
We ask you to support the school’s risk minimisation strategies outlined so that we can increase 
safety and provide an environment that meets the needs of all our students. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Carolyn Smith 

            Deputy Principal 

 
 
 



Respectful, Responsible, Aspire
  

Know your sun facts from your sun fiction 
Sun safe hats 

Did you know that when it comes to sun protection, not all hats are equal? 
We all know that sun safe hats help protect against skin cancer and eye damage. But did you know that baseball caps 
do not provide adequate protection from the sun? There is very clear evidence that baseball caps leave the cheeks, 
ears, chin and back of the neck exposed to ultraviolet radiation, and this is the site of many skin cancers in later life. 

We’re championing sun safe hats 
Our school recognises the need to protect student’s skin and educate them about sun safety to reduce the risk of skin 
cancer. We provide ongoing education that promotes healthy lifestyles and individual and collective responsibility for 
sun safety. Sun safe hats are part of our schools comprehensive approach to sun safety and are supported in the 
following ways: Schools – please select the points following that apply to your school and insert your own 

• Students were involved in designing the school sun safe hat 

• The school hat is part of our school uniform and is a sun safe design 

• Messages about sun safe hats are included in student diaries 

• When planning outside events we put emphasis on time of day and shade planning 

• Students wear sun safe hats for PE and Sport and at lunch time 

• We consider sun safety and the wearing of sun safe hats when planning school excursions 

• We ask all teachers and parents to take a proactive approach to hats and to model sun safe hats for outdoor school 

events 

• We have a rewards system in place to recognise students that consistently wear their sun safe hat. 

Sun-safe hats include broad-brimmed, bucket and legionnaire styles 

 

 

 
 

Want to know more?  
Sun safety on the public schools website 
SunSmart Primary Schools or call the SunSmart team on (02) 9334 176 
 
 
 
SCHOOL ASSETS 
Over the holidays some long awaited projects were completed in the school. We are very pleased to be able 
to have these completed. 

1. The north end of the school oval has been repaired and will be back in use very soon. 

2. The area between C Block and H Block has been reimagined with a new concrete connection that 

will improve movement around the area. 

3. A third outdoor table tennis table has been installed in the back playground. 

4. Three small sandpits have been placed in the front playground area. 

 
HIGH SCHOOL 2024 
We wish our Year 6 students who are participating in the Selective High School Test well. This test is being 
conducted on Thursday. 

 

 
 
 
Adam Spencer 
Assistant Principal 

 

http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/studentsupport/studenthealth/sun-safety/index.php
http://www.cancercouncil.com.au/cancer-prevention/sun-protection/sunsmart-program-for-primary-schools/
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WELCOME TO TERM TWO 
Welcome to Term Two. It looks like it is going to be a busy term with lots of exciting events happening for all 
year groups. 
 
On the last day of Term One, we were so excited to be able to hold our Easter Hat and Crazy Hair Parade. 
It was wonderful to see the excited faces of students and staff members. Here are some of the photos from 
the day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Skye Harper 
Assistant Principal, Curriculum and Instruction 
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ATTENDANCE 
Regular attendance at school is essential to assist students to maximise their potential. Schools, in 
partnership with parents, are responsible for promoting the regular attendance of students. Parents must 
provide an explanation for absences to the school within 7 days from the first day of any period of absence. 
Where an explanation has not been received within the 7-day timeframe, the school will record the absence 
as unjustified on the student's record. Late arrivals and early departures also impact student’s attendance 
records.  
 
Attendance goal for Weeks 2 & 3: Arrive at school BEFORE 9:10am to reduce the number of late arrivals!  
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NCCD – NATIONALLY CONSISTENT COLLECTION OF DATA 

All children deserve the best possible education; education that provides opportunities for children of all 

abilities to reach their potential. The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) is a fair and consistent 

way for Australian schools to collect information that reflects the support or adjustments being provided for 

students whose learning is impacted by disability, additional learning and support needs or medical condition, 

such as asthma or anaphylaxis. 

 

To include a student in the NCCD, schools must have documented evidence in accordance with NCCD 

criteria. Your child’s teacher may have already asked you to sign an NCCD form outlining the specific 

adjustments that they have put in place to support your child. If you have any questions about NCCD, please 

talk to your child’s teacher or myself on 02 9489 2410. 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Kylie Madden 

Assistant Principal, Learning and Support 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR FOR LEARNING 
During Week One and throughout this week, our current PBL focus is Toilet Behaviour. All classes have 
engaged in explicit PBL lessons designed to encourage safe and responsible behaviour when using the 
toilets. At Hornsby South Public School, we are responsible when we wash our hands.  
 
Our Kindergarten students enjoyed conducting an experiment using bread to demonstrate the spread of 
germs and the importance of washing our hands after using the toilet.   
 
If you want to try this at home, it can be a really great way to show children the difference between clean 
hands and dirty hands. Here is a link to a video made by Twinkl that shows you the experiment: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tr4hi4i5JLc 

 
 
 

 
                   Miss Stephanie Jensen 
                   Relieving Assistant Principal Year 2 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tr4hi4i5JLc
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VISIBLE LEARNING 
Visible Learning is an effective methodology to promote independence and student growth in both 
academic and social domains. To help spark a few school conversations at the dinner table, try 
asking your child the following questions relating to the mindframe of being brave. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Who did you see embrace a challenge today? What did they do? 

 

How did you tackle a challenge in class? 

 

What feedback did you receive today? 

 

How did you use that feedback to improve your learning? 

 

How can you be brave tomorrow during learning time? 
 

 
 

Ms Morales & Miss Oliphant 
Visible Learning Coordinators 
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   Dear Parents/Carers 
 

We are changing to a new and improved payment         
system for our school community.  The new system 
is called School Bytes. 

 
Our current payment link on the school website is 
being updated so you will not be able to access our 
normal online payment process while this is 
happening.   

 
Please do not make any online payments until 
Wednesday 10 May.  You can still make 
cash/cheque payments at the school office during 
this time. 

 
More information will be coming to you very soon 
about our new School Bytes system. 

 
We are very excited about the new process and 
hope you will be too. 

 
 
 

School Office Team 
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Newsletter Advertising Disclaimer 

This newsletter may contain third party advertisements and links to third party websites.  These advertisements and links are 

not endorsements by Hornsby South Public School of the goods and services offered.  Hornsby South Public School takes no 

responsibility for the promises made, or the quality/reliability of the products or services offered in all advertisements. 

 
NSW Department of Education CRICOS Code 00588M 

 


