
 

 

Respectful, Responsible, Aspire
 

 

 
 

                                 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Principal’s Message 
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CALENDAR 

Hornsby South 
Public School  

Darug and Garigal Land  
57-63 Clarke Road HORNSBY 2077 

Ph: 9489 2410 Fax: 9489 2495 
 

Newsletter – 17 May 2023 

Term 2 Week 4 
 

PARENTS AND CITIZENS’ ASSOCIATION (P&C)  
The next meeting is tonight from 7:30pm. Please join us in 
the library. 
 
MOTHERS’ DAY  
A huge thank you to Tim M, Stephanie H, Tara M, Tamara D, 
Debbie. K, Ben W, Simone R, Suresh C, Anthea T, Natalie E, 
Sam S, Gerda N, Bogdan T, Julie S, Dani A, Christine G, Nick 

E, Brett C and all the parent helpers who co-ordinated or 
assisted with the sensational Mothers’ Day Breakfast and 
Mothers’ Day Stall, which was held last Friday. Both were a 
resounding success and it was wonderful to witness such a 
strong community spirit.  
Congratulations to the Performance Band on their wonderful 
performance at the Mother’s Day breakfast. You played 
beautifully.  
 
CROSS COUNTRY CARNIVAL  
On Friday 5 May, students in Years 3-6 and children turning 
8 years old in Year 2 participated in the Cross Country 
Carnival. It was wonderful to see all the children aspiring to 
do their best. Congratulations to all the students that will be 
attending the Zone Cross Country Carnival on Friday 26 May 
2023. A special thank you to Mrs Nicky Hall for organising the 
day and to all our wonderful parent volunteers. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wednesday 17 May 
P&C Meeting 7:30pm 
 
Friday 19 May 
K-6 Assembly 
 
Friday 26 May 
National Sorry Day 
3-6 Assembly 
Zone X-Country 
 
Friday 2 June 
K-2 Assembly 
School Tour 
 
Monday 5 June 
Class Photo Day 
 
Tuesday 6 June 
School Tour 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hornsbysth-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
http://www.hornsbysouthps.com.au/
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NSW PREMIER’S SPELLING BEE 
On Monday 15 May Hornsby South Public School held the finals for the Premier’s Spelling Bee. The 
Premier’s Spelling Bee is open to all NSW government primary, central and community schools. 
The competition comprises two divisions – junior for Years 3 and 4 and senior for Years 5 and 6.  
 
The Premier’s Spelling Bee includes activities that encourage students to become more confident 
users of language through broadening their vocabulary and promotes improved literacy skills in 
conjunction with the NSW English K-10 syllabus. 
 
Congratulations to our Stage 2 winner Diyan C. and our Stage 3 winner Oliver M. who will represent 
our school at the Regional Finals in Term 3. A special thank you to Miss Kylie Madden and Mrs Skye 
Harper for their exceptional organization and to our class teachers for promoting this in their 
classrooms. 
 
DATES FOR ENTRY TO OPPORTUNITY CLASSES IN YEAR 5 IN 2024 
The application process for Year 5 Opportunity Class placements in 2024 has now closed.  
Thursday 13 July 2023 
Test centre and test authority advice released  
Thursday 27 July 2023 
Opportunity Class Placement Test  
Thursday 3 August 2023  
Illness/misadventure requests submitted  
Sunday 6 August 2023  
Last day to change opportunity class choices 
Friday 20 October 2023 
Placement outcome expected to be released  
Please click on the link for further information. 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/public-schools/selective-high-schools-
and-opportunity-classes/media/oc-applicpack.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Jennifer Davey 

Principal 
 

EDUCATION WEEK 
Education Week for 2023 will be celebrated in Term 3 
Week 3. This year we celebrate 175 years of public 
education in NSW and focus on learning from our past, 
celebrating our achievements and embracing the future 
with confidence.  

This year marks 175 years since the establishment of 
public schools in NSW. Founded in 1848, the Board of 
National Education was formed and tasked with 
establishing a public education system in NSW. Prior to 
1848, schools operated under a denominational system 
and were the responsibility of churches. 

HSPS will celebrate Education Day on Thursday 3 August 
2023 – save the date. 
 
 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/media/oc-applicpack.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/media/oc-applicpack.pdf
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LOOKING AFTER OUR MENTAL HEALTH 
This week our Mental Health information is on recognizing signs of anxiety in your body. 
Please take some time to read this information. 
 
There are many community resources available to assist you should you need. Please see 
contact information for some of these services at the end of the newsletter. 
 
CHECK-IN ASSESSMENT FOR YEARS 4 AND 6 
During Term 2, students in Years 4 and 6 will participate in the Check-in assessment. 

The Check-in assessment is a NSW Department of Education online literacy and numeracy 
assessment available to support schools to assess and monitor student learning. 

The assessment can supplement existing school practices to identify how students are 
performing in literacy and numeracy and to help teachers tailor their teaching more 
specifically to student needs. Students with disability may receive the same level of support 
during the assessment they would normally receive in the classroom. 

 

• The assessment will be scheduled for our Year 4 and 6 students during 
Weeks 5 and 6 

• All students complete a reading assessment and a numeracy assessment.  
 
Students are asked to bring headphones that plug into a computer to enable them to hear 
audio during the assessment. 
 
KINDERGARTEN 2024 
We are now taking enrolments for Kindergarten 2024. Please see the flyer included in this 
newsletter for important dates including Kindy Play Groups, Kindy Orientation Dates and 
The Kindergarten 2024 Parent Information sessions. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  Carolyn Smith 

            Deputy Principal 
 
 
 
MEDICAL NEEDS  
A reminder that any student with any cold symptoms should be kept home from school. 
While students are unwell, the best thing we can do is provided them with rest. COVID 19 is 
still around and we have RAT’s available at the front office if you need them. 
 
Additionally, any student who requires medication to be administered at school, even on a 
short term basis, must see the school office to complete the necessary paperwork.  
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SANDPITS 
Our new sandpits are a hit! They are getting lots of use and providing some much-needed 
places for students to dig and create. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adam Spencer 
Assistant Principal 

 
 
ANTI RACISM CONTACT OFFICER – ARCO 
With your support, we do the very best we can to ensure culturally inclusive, cohesive, safe and 
engaging learning experiences for all our students. If at any time you find that you have a concern 
about racism in our school, you are encouraged to come to the school and talk with a member of 
staff so that your concern can be resolved. The NSW Department of Education has a Complaints 
Handling Policy to ensure that complaints are handled fairly. In the case of complaints relating to 
racism in schools. You can also contact Mrs. Harper, the school Anti-Racism Contact Officer 
(ARCO) on telephone (02) 9489 2410 or via email hornsbysyth-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
hornsbysth-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hornsbysth-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
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MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST 
Last Friday we were so excited to celebrate Mother’s Day with all of our Mums, Grandmothers and 
special people. Families joined us for a yummy breakfast while we were entertained by our HSPS 
band. What a special morning. Happy Mother’s Day to all the special women in our lives who take 
such good care of us! 
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STAGE 1 RANGER JAMIE INCURSION 
Last Friday, Stage 1 were lucky to participate in an action-packed incursion with Ranger Jamie and 
the Gumaraa Rangers. Students were able to immerse themselves in the richness of Aboriginal 
culture, learning about the traditions and culture of the original custodians of this land. Students 
learnt about Dreaming Stories which recount how remains from the past are still important today.  
 
Stage 1 learnt about the features of places where of places in our local area and how Aboriginal 
people in our area traditionally used tools and made shelters, which will help them understand 
Aboriginal kinship structures, both past and present. Students were introduced to the history of the 
local area and how their community is connected to significant people, events, places and sites. 
They participated in traditional Aboriginal language greetings and learnt how to care for places that 
are important to Aboriginal peoples. It was a fun day about creating links from our past to our present 
and learning how they are similar and different – a day they will surely never forget! Here are some 
photos from our exciting day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         
                        Mrs Skye Harper 

Assistant Principal, Curriculum and Instruction 
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ATTENDANCE 

Education for your child is important and regular attendance at school is essential for your child to 

achieve their educational best and increase their career and life options. NSW public schools work 

in partnership with parents to encourage and support regular attendance of children and young 

people. When your child attends school every day, learning becomes easier and your child will build 

and maintain friendships with other children. 

 

Arriving at school and class on time:  

➢ Ensures that students do not miss out on important learning activities scheduled early in the 

day  

➢ Helps students learn the importance of punctuality and routine 

➢ Give students time to greet their friends before class 

➢ Reduces classroom disruption 

Attendance Goal: 
Lateness is recorded as a partial absence and must be explained by parents. Let’s work together 
and encourage students to arrive at school before the bell rings at 9:10am.  
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SPELLING BEE COMPETITION 

On Monday 15 May, Hornsby South Public School held our 2023 Spelling Bee competition. Two 

representatives were chosen from each class to participate in the Spelling Bee, and they should all 

be very proud of their spelling achievements! 

 

These students were: 

 

 

 

All contestants were given some very difficult words to spell, but they all remained focussed and 

composed. Students pushed their nerves aside and spoke clearly and confidently into the 

microphone. 

 

Congratulations to our Junior winner, Diyan C and runner up, Diego S.C! 

 

Congratulations to the Senior winner, Oliver M. and runner up Lucas S.  

 

Diyan and Oliver will now participate in the Regional Final in Term 3. We wish them the very best 

for the competition. We are very proud to see you represent our school! 
 

 

 

 

  

 

Miss Kylie Madden 

Assistant Principal, Learning and Support 

 

 

Junior Spelling Bee Senior Spelling Bee 

3J Alyssa C 5G Abigail B 

3J Roman B 5G Vivaan K 

3S Izaan A 5M Nia N 

3S Neo A 5M Oshitha P 

3W Yota G 5S Valerie W 

3W Isaac L 5S Nathan E 

3/4M Diyan C 6A Anna Z 

3/4M Diego S.C 6A Chinmay R 

4H Dakota L 6O Lucas S 

4H Lucy G 6O Minka D 

4W Melody Z 6S Oliver M 

4W Eliza M 6S Grace J 
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POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR FOR LEARNING 

 

This week, Hornsby South Public School is focusing on Assembly Expectations. This is perfect 
timing as we have had a lot of educational incursions happening.  
 
Throughout the week Year 2 have viewed photos of people reacting to events during an assembly. 
They decided whether the reactions are appropriate or inappropriate e.g. clapping or standing up 
and cheering to celebrate a friend receiving an award. 
 
Show these photos to your children and see if they can recognise the appropriate or inappropriate 
reactions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
                   Miss Stephanie Jensen 
                   Relieving Assistant Principal Year 2 
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VISIBLE LEARNING 
Visible Learning is an effective methodology to promote independence and student growth in both 
academic and social domains. To help spark a few school conversations at the dinner table, try 
asking your child the following questions relating to the mindframe of being curious. 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are you passionate about? 
 
How did you show your curiosity today? Which questions did you ask your teacher or friends? 
 
What did you create in mathematics? 
 
What would you want to investigate further? How could we do this as a family? 
 

How can you be curious tomorrow during learning time? 
 

 
 

Ms Morales & Miss Oliphant 
Visible Learning Coordinators 
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CROSS COUNTRY 
It was great to see so many participants in the School Cross Country Carnival on Friday 6 May. 
The 8, 9 and 10 year olds completed a 2 kilometre course and the 11,12 and 13 year olds a 3 
kilometre course. 
 
Congratulations to the below athletes:  
 

8/9 Years Boys 8/9 Years Girls 

1. Curtis L 
2. Jin T 
3. Jayden R 
4. Yota G 
5. Daniel S 
6. Zechariah W 

1. Isabelle L 
2. Kate L 
3. Meka C 
4. Alyssa C 
5. Rina K 
6. Isabella W 

10 Years Boys 10 Years Girls 

1. Jackson T 
2. Damon B 
3. Jayden G 
4. Nicholas R 
5. Eric S 
6. Aarav J 

1. Simone L 
2. Christine K 
3. Annabelle D 
4. Melody Z 
5. Jasmine H 
6. Isabella Z 

11 Years Boys 11 Years Girls 

1. Mitchell H 
2. Talon P 
3. Hiten B 
4. Patrick M 
5. Suyash B 
6. Jenson L 

1. Valerie W 
2. Charlotte J 
3. Amber L 
4. Imogen M 
5. Annabel B 
6. Suluxmi S 

12/13 Years Boys 12/13 Years Girls 

1. Oliver M 
2. Jin K 
3. Edward S 
4. Jamie M 
5. Isaac S 
6. Kai H 

Sarah J 
Olivia H 
Jennifer F 
Sarah S 
Sasha S 
Neeomi G 
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Good afternoon Parents and Carers,  
 
 
Ku-ring-gai High School has a long-standing culture of Creative & Performing Arts. To further strengthen 
and enhance this culture, including the construction and use of our new specialised facilities, we are inviting 
students and their families to express their interest in our Creative and Performing Arts Program - Northern 
Academy of The Arts. 
 
The Northern Academy of the Arts is a scholarship program at Ku-ring-gai High School whereby students 
who demonstrate an exceptional talent in the Creative and Performing Arts are able to extend their 
expertise in their chosen field.  
 
This development program allows students to attend regular lessons with an emphasis on the arts within 
their mandatory curriculum. They will also have timetabled tutorials with specialists in the areas of their 
expertise. 
 
Students will audition for the Year 7 Scholarship intake, and remain as a student in the Academy from 
Years 8 - 12. The Year 7 Scholarship covers the fees, workshops and equipment in their first year of the 
Academy. Then from Years 8 - 12, students will be given additional opportunities to participate in 
workshops and performances in the wider community. 
 
If you haven’t already done so, please complete the   expression of interest to register your interest in 
our Northern Academy of The Arts program for 2024, and if you would like to formally apply for this 
program, please complete the application form and return via email to Ku-ring-gai High 
School kuringgai-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
 
https://kuringgai-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/learning-at-our-school/northern-academy-of-the-arts0.html 
 
 
Kind regards, 
Catherine Reid 
Head Teacher Creative and Performing Arts 

 
 
  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FgFM67vA8xfYGfTWb6&data=05%7C01%7Cmonique.oliphant1%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C61d4a87830da459419be08db4b91e103%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638186862146402121%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RAiwo%2B0o4udlj8r1%2FmsiVIx4SuzmMSLeJOEuSuq6vMY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkuringgai-h.schools.nsw.gov.au%2Flearning-at-our-school%2Fnorthern-academy-of-the-arts0.html&data=05%7C01%7Cmonique.oliphant1%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C61d4a87830da459419be08db4b91e103%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638186862146402121%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jtt2%2BHMqt%2BQUh2pUufDICToy2Now%2BXff%2F%2FNgKlcTbgc%3D&reserved=0
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Newsletter Advertising Disclaimer 

This newsletter may contain third party advertisements and links to third party websites.  These advertisements and links are 

not endorsements by Hornsby South Public School of the goods and services offered.  Hornsby South Public School takes no 

responsibility for the promises made, or the quality/reliability of the products or services offered in all advertisements. 

 
NSW Department of Education CRICOS Code 00588M 

 


