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CALENDAR 

Hornsby South 
Public School 

Darug and Garigal Land  
57-63 Clarke Road HORNSBY 2077 

Ph: 9489 2410 Fax: 9489 2495 
 

Newsletter  –  26 July 2023 

Term 3 Week 2 
 

Thursday July 27 
OC Placement Test 
 
Friday 28 July 
K-2 Assembly 11.35am 
 
Thursday 3 August 
Education Day 9:30am 
 
Thursday 10 August 
K-2 Athletics Carnival 
 
Friday 11 August 
K-6 Assembly  
 
Wednesday 16 August 
Wakakirri 1:50pm 
 
Friday 18 August 
3-6 Assembly  
Zone Athletics 
 
21 August - 23 August 
Year 6 Camp – Canberra 
 
Wednesday 30 August  
Kindy 2024 Information 
Sessions 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXTERNAL VALIDATION 
On Thursday 29 June HSPS went through the final process of 
External Validation. Every four - five years, all schools within the 
NSW Department of Education complete the External Validation 
process. Our last External Validation process took place in 2017.  
 
An independent panel, comprised of a peer Principal and a 
Principal, School Leadership (PSL), assessed our evidence and 
made clarifications with our External Validation Team to clarify, 
validate and confirm where our practices align on the School 
Excellence Framework (SEF).  
 
The School Excellence Framework (SEF) consists of 14 
elements in the areas of Learning, Teaching and Leading. 
Across these three domains, the independent panel made the 
following findings.  
 
Learning 
Learning Culture: Excelling 
Wellbeing: Excelling 
Curriculum: Sustaining and Growing 
Assessment: Excelling 
Reporting: Excelling 
Student Performance Measures: Excelling 
 

mailto:hornsbysth-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
http://www.hornsbysouthps.com.au/
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Teaching 
Effective Classroom Management: Excelling 
Data Skills and Use: Excelling 
Professional Standards: Sustaining and Growing 
Learning and Development: Excelling 
 
Leading 
Educational Leadership: Excelling 
School Planning, Implementation and Reporting: Sustaining and Growing 
School Resources: Sustaining and Growing 
School Management Practices and Processes: Excelling 
 
The evidence sets are a testament to the professionalism, dedication and outstanding work of all 
staff and the support for the pursuit of excellence from students, staff and the community. 
 
Our Hornsby South Public School External Validation Team consisted of Miss Grace Nicholson, Mrs 
Skye Harper, Miss Stephanie Jensen, Ms Marien Morales, Mr Adam Spencer, Miss Monique 
Oliphant, Miss Kylie Madden, Ms Carolyn Smith and Mrs Jennifer Davey. This team of leaders has 
taken on an additional workload throughout Term 1 and Term 2 as the evidence was collected and 
pieced together, ready for the panel. We would also like to acknowledge the guidance provided by 
Ms Jillian Tourlas our Principal, School Leadership (PSL). Thank you to everyone involved. 
 
Although this was a lengthy process, it has been a rewarding journey and has given us clarity and 
direction as we move forwards in the development of our next Strategic Improvement Plan. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS SARAH J  
Congratulations to Sarah J who made it into the Sydney North 
Girls’ Football team after competing in two separate selection trials. 
Sarah and her teammates will be playing in the PSSA football 
championships in August. Good luck for your games! 
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NAPLAN 2023 
This term, all Year 3 and Year 5 students should receive a NAPLAN 2023 individual report.  
 
New Proficiency Standards 
From 2023, the Individual student report will look different to previous years. One significant change is 
that NAPLAN results are now reported against proficiency standards, with student achievement shown 
against 4 levels of proficiency: Exceeding, Strong, Developing and Needs additional support. There is a 
standard for each assessment area at each year level. The NAPLAN measurement scale and time series 
have also been reset. For more information see the individual student report brochure for parents and 
carers.  
https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/faq-individual-student-report.pdf 
 
The brochure is also available in other languages on the NAPLAN results and reports website. 
https://nap.edu.au/naplan/results-and-reports/ 
 
NAPLAN reports and ongoing assessments 
NAPLAN tests are only one aspect of each school’s assessment and reporting process. As they are 
held once every 2 years for each student, they cannot replace the extensive, ongoing assessments 
made by teachers about student performance. For information about how to read individual student 
reports watch the reading the NAPLAN Individual Student Report video. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AcYsiLtE7a8 
 
Student Results 
When reading your child’s NAPLAN 2023 results, please keep in mind: 
 

• From 2023, new proficiency standards were introduced to NAPLAN reporting. This reporting 
replaces the previous numerical NAPLAN reporting bands and national minimum standards. 

• A performance result less than expected may indicate the student requires more targeted support 
or may just reflect other factors that affected their performance on that day. 

• Proficiency standards provide clear information on student achievement. They are set at a 
challenging but reasonable level expected for the child at the time of NAPLAN testing, based 
mainly on what has been taught in previous years of schooling. 

• Individual students may demonstrate different skills or understandings depending on which parts 
of the tests they performed more strongly in. Students whose results fall near the top of a 
proficiency level will be able to demonstrate more of the skills, or a more complex understanding. 
Students whose results fall near the lower end of a level will be able to demonstrate fewer of the 
skills, or less complex understanding. 

• It is important to remember NAPLAN tests are one aspect of a school’s assessment and reporting 
process. They complement ongoing assessments so that teachers can best support teaching and 
learning. The achievement demonstrated in classroom-based assessments and reporting 
through A-E grades provide parents with timely feedback on how their child is progressing. 

 
We encourage any parent or carer who is concerned about their child’s NAPLAN results to talk to your 
child’s teacher. If your child’s results indicate they ‘need additional support’, please contact your child’s 
teacher to discuss, as additional support may already be available to those students who need it. At 
Hornsby South Public School there are many types of supports that are available for students who may 
require additional support. These include small group numeracy intervention, MacLit, MiniLit, InitiaLit, 
EAL/D and NAP. For more information on these support options, please speak to our Learning Support 
Assistant Principal – Miss Kylie Madden or your child’s class teacher. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Jennifer Davey 
Principal 
 

https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/faq-individual-student-report.pdf
https://nap.edu.au/naplan/results-and-reports/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AcYsiLtE7a8
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LOOKING AFTER OUR MENTAL HEALTH 
This week our Mental Health information looks at some of the symptoms of depression. Please take some 
time to read this information.  
 
There are many community resources available to assist you should you need. Please see contact 
information for some of these services at the end of the newsletter. 
 
KINDERGARTEN 2024 
We are now taking enrolments for Kindergarten 2024. Please see the flyer included in this newsletter for 
important dates including Kindy Play Groups, Kindy Orientation Dates and The Kindergarten 2024 Parent 
Information sessions. 

Know your sun facts from your sun fiction 

Sun safe hats 

Did you know that when it comes to sun protection, not all hats are equal? 
We all know that sun safe hats help protect against skin cancer and eye damage. But did you know that 
baseball caps do not provide adequate protection from the sun? There is very clear evidence that baseball 
caps leave the cheeks, ears, chin and back of the neck exposed to ultraviolet radiation, and this is the site of 
many skin cancers in later life. 

We’re championing sun safe hats 
Our school recognises the need to protect student’s skin and educate them about sun safety to reduce the 
risk of skin cancer. We provide ongoing education that promotes healthy lifestyles and individual and 
collective responsibility for sun safety. Sun safe hats are part of our schools comprehensive approach to sun 
safety and are supported in the following ways: Schools – please select the points following that apply to 
your school and insert your own 

• Students were involved in designing the school sun safe hat 

• The school hat is part of our school uniform and is a sun safe design 

• Messages about sun safe hats are included in student diaries 

• When planning outside events we put emphasis on time of day and shade planning 

• Students wear sun safe hats for PE and Sport and at lunch time 

• We consider sun safety and the wearing of sun safe hats when planning school excursions 

• We ask all teachers and parents to take a proactive approach to hats and to model sun safe hats for 

outdoor school events 

• We have a rewards system in place to recognise students that consistently wear their sun safe hat. 

Sun-safe hats include broad-brimmed, bucket and legionnaire styles 

 

Want to know more?  
Sun safety on the public schools website 
SunSmart Primary Schools or call the SunSmart team on (02) 9334 176 
 

 
 
 
Carolyn Smith 
Deputy Principal 

http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/studentsupport/studenthealth/sun-safety/index.php
http://www.cancercouncil.com.au/cancer-prevention/sun-protection/sunsmart-program-for-primary-schools/
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OUTDOOR CHESS TABLES 
We have just installed two outdoor tables with inlaid chess boards. These are located near the Year 5 and 6 
classrooms. 
 
NAIDOC WEEK CELEBRATIONS 
In Week 10 of last term, we celebrated NAIDOC Week at school. The theme this year was ‘For Our Elders’. 
This was ahead of the official celebration held nationwide in the first week of July and coincided with the start 
of the holidays. 
 
Each class participated in classroom activities throughout the week. The week was capped off by a whole 
school assembly led by our School Captains. The students from Jack and Jill Preschool also attended the 
assembly. 
 
The assembly concluded with the awarding of Aboriginal Story books to the winners of the NAIDOC Week 
Colouring competition. There was one winner from each grade, and four winners from Jack and Jill. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Adam Spencer 
Assistant Principal 
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Welcome to Term 3. 
Term 3 is looking to be another busy term for us at Hornsby South PS. Our dedicated teachers have been 
working hard to continue developing their knowledge of the new K-2 Syllabuses and have also been involved 
in professional learning focused on the new NSW 3-6 English and Mathematics Syllabuses. New outcomes 
and content in these syllabuses are underpinned by the latest research and evidence, making clear the 
essential knowledge, skills and understandings for English and mathematics needed by all students. There 
is a focus on making connections across concepts and key learning areas. A greater emphasis on student 
engagement and critical thinking are evident, as well as the development of 21st-century skills, such as digital 
literacy. 
 
Keep an eye out for an upcoming Community, Coffee and Catch-Up session later this term. We will be 
focusing on the English Syllabus and the importance of reading to and with our children. 
 
Class of the Week – 1C 
Year 1 have been learning about the Spanish artist, Joan Miro. Here are some beautiful examples of their 
beautiful artworks. They have been learning about line, shape and colour. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         
                         
 
 
 
 

                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Skye Harper 

Assistant Principal, Curriculum and Instruction 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 

We hope you enjoyed the school holidays. It is lovely to see the students ready for a fresh term of learning 

and reconnecting with their friends. We are here to support your child in getting the most out of their learning, 

which starts with them attending school every day. If your child cannot be at school because they are sick, 

have a medical appointment, have sorry business or other reasons, please inform us of their absence. 

 

Let’s improve Hornsby South Public School’s attendance together! This term, let’s focus on arriving at school 

BEFORE 9:10am to reduce the number of late arrivals!  
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Miss Kylie Madden 

Assistant Principal, Learning and Support 
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POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR FOR LEARNING 
Welcome back to school! This week at Hornsby South Public School we are revisiting the General 
Expectations. It has been encouraging to see everyone showing kindness and resilience after returning and 
we look forward to a positive semester ahead. 
 
There have been some changes to the playground this term and teachers want to remind students to stay 
where a teacher can see them (inbounds) during recess and lunch. Outside the 6O classroom, there are now 
picnic tables with an inbuilt chess board. This area is for Stage 3 (years 5 and 6) students only and out of 
bounds for students in any other year group.  
 
Our first K-2 Assembly is happening Friday, 28 July in the school hall at 11.35am. We have a lot to celebrate 
with many students receiving PBL awards and some best work to be shared. We look forward to seeing you 
there if you can make it!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Miss Stephanie Jensen 
Relieving Assistant Principal Year 2 

 
 
VISIBLE LEARNING 
Visible Learning is an effective methodology to promote independence and student growth in both academic 
and social domains. To help spark a few school conversations at the dinner table, try asking your child the 
following questions relating to the mind frame of being collaborative. 
 
What are you passionate about? 
 
How did you show your curiosity today? Which questions did you ask your teacher or friends? 
 
What did you create in mathematics? 
 
What would you want to investigate further? How could we do this as a family? 
 

How can you be curious tomorrow during learning time? 

 

 
 

Ms Morales & Miss Oliphant 
Visible Learning Coordinators 
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THE ANXIETY PROJECT 
Last week, Teachers and Student Learning and Support Officers (SLSO’s) begun professional learning on 
The Anxiety Project. The Anxiety Project is an initiative that was started by Dr Michael Hawton to support 
educators, parents, and children in managing worries and stresses. In the first session, educators considered 
the impact that anxiety has on the brain. Additionally, accommodations and resilience were also topics of 
conversation. After completingthe training, teachers will begin to teach lessons to further support children 
and to develop their understanding of anxiety and how it directly impacts them. 
 
If you notice that your child worries, stresses or displays anxious behaviours over seemingly ‘small’ 
challenges, it might be worth considering the Child Development Sessions that we will be running on The 
Anxiety Project in Term 4. Information on this will be released later on in the year - so watch this space. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Miss Grace Nicholson 
The Anxiety Project Implementation Coach 
Acting Assistant Principal Kindergarten 
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Newsletter Advertising Disclaimer 

This newsletter may contain third party advertisements and links to third party websites.  These advertisements and links are 

not endorsements by Hornsby South Public School of the goods and services offered.  Hornsby South Public School takes no 

responsibility for the promises made, or the quality/reliability of the products or services offered in all advertisements. 

 
NSW Department of Education CRICOS Code 00588M 

 

 
 


